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STATE GROUNDWATER LEGISLATION AND THE PAJARO VALLEY
On September 16, 2014 Governor Brown signed into law the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA). The SGMA’s goal is to achieve sustainable management of groundwater basins by relying on 
local agencies to develop and implement sustainability plans. The Act authorizes state intervention if local 
agencies fail to meet the SGMA’s timelines and standards. While many details of the SGMA remain to be 
worked out, this much we know: the Pajaro Valley Community Water Dialogue, Pajaro Valley Water 
Management Agency (PV Water) and the Basin Management Plan (BMP) are models for other communi-
ties. Our work to date makes the Pajaro Valley well positioned to meet the challenge of sustainable 
groundwater management, but our work isn’t done. We have made great progress implementing                 
local solutions, including increasing use of delivered water for irrigation in the coastal zone, improving 
water use efficiency, supporting big projects to increase supply, and advancing managed aquifer recharge 
projects. While we are making progress towards achieving the targets set out in the BMP to halt 
seawater intrusion through these efforts, the record-setting drought has caused us to move in the wrong 
direction when it comes to conservation.  While water use efficiency may be improving, overall groundwa-
ter pumping is increasing as growers have less precipitation to rely on. We still have challenges, and we 
must continue to come together as a community in the spirit of shared sacrifice to bring our aquifer into 
balance. See how you can get involved in local solutions in the “Dialogue to Action” box below!      
LAND MANAGEMENT AND IRRIGATION ACTION TEAM      
Through a combination of landowner contributions, private donations, and grant funding, the CWD has 
implemented a first-of-its kind Wireless Irrigation Network across the Pajaro Valley. The WIN network 
uses technology developed by Hortau Inc. to provide growers with real-time data on soil moisture tension.  
Over 60 ranches are now utilizing the WIN network to improve their water use efficiency. The Resource 
Conservation District of Santa Cruz County (RCDSCC) also administers the WIN equipment loaner 
program. With additional support from PV Water, there are now 8 sets of field level sensors available for 
growers to try out for three months at minimal cost to see how the technology can benefit their operation 
and help to conserve water.  For more information or to sign up for the WIN loaner program contact Lisa 
Lurie at the RCDSCC at 831-464-2950 x 27.      
RECHARGE ACTION TEAM         
Approximately 33 acre-feet were recharged in the Bokariza MAR basin in 2014, corresponding with the 
below average rainfall.  While the rainfall leaves something to be desired, the monitoring team continues 
to gather valuable data.  Dr. Andy Fisher and his team (UCSC) deployed a “real-time” data collection 
system. The system records rain, barometric pressure, water level in the basin, and the infiltration rate. 
The team also collected data from time-lapse cameras, monitored sediment accumulation, installed 
additional pressure gauges, and a separate barometric gauge. Carlos Torres, Dennis Lebow and their team 
(Reiter Affiliated Companies), in partnership with Driscoll’s, installed a new armored inflow culvert which 
will make the flow monitoring into the basin easier and more accurate. Let it rain! With funding through 
the CA Dept. of Water Resources Integrated Regional Water Management Program, the RCDSCC, UCSC 
and partners have also secured funding to implement two additional MAR projects within the Pajaro 
Valley over the next three years.        
BIG PROJECTS ACTION TEAM | COLLEGE LAKE HYDROLOGY STUDY    
Through a grant from the CA Dept of Water Resources to the Pajaro River Watershed Integrated Regional 
Water Management (IRWM) group, the College Lake hydrology technical report provides additional 
information on multi-benefit project alternatives for College Lake to the agencies leading the various 
alternatives being proposed. The process used a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to provide technical 
input throughout the two year process of gathering field data, by developing a hydrologic model, evaluat-
ing alternatives, gaining stakeholder input, and developing the technical report. In this TAC, representa-
tives from diverse areas of interest were consulted and provided input to the report throughout its 
development. In addition, various sub-committees were formed to gain more focused input on resource 
interests, such as fish, waterfowl and agriculture. The Final Report is available at www.rcdsantacruz.org 
or www.pvwater.org. A stakeholder meeting was held on November 20, 2014 to present the findings and 
recommendations of this report. Questions or additional comments on the Final Report will be accepted 
through December 5, 2014 and can be directed to sruffoni@rcdsantacruz.org.   
PAJARO VALLEY WATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY UPDATE     
The Pajaro Valley, along with much of California, remains in a state of exceptional drought.  Groundwater 
levels in the basin have been declining at an alarming rate of approximately two feet per year since 2011.  
Groundwater production is up and has been increasing annually from about 45,000 acre-feet in 2011 to 
58,000 acre-feet in 2013, and for the current year is on pace to exceed 2013.  PV Water has implement-
ed a Drought Response Program that includes a media campaign to increase water use awareness, 
development of residential and agricultural “Conservation Toolkits,” and a pilot irrigation efficiency 
program.  The irrigation efficiency program is coordinated by the Ag Water Quality Coalition and includes 
partnerships with the CWD, RCD’s of Santa Cruz and Monterey Counties, NRCS, UC Cooperative 
Extension, and individual growers. The program offers growers technical and financial assistance over 
multiple seasons to improve irrigation efficiency, help realize the benefits to their bottom line, and adopt 
new water management practices. To sign up or learn more about this opportunity contact Erin McCarthy 
at (831) 475-5159 or erin.agwater@gmail.com.        
Learn more at pvwater.org.         
2014 DROUGHT AND IRRIGATION CONSERVATION CONFERENCE    
Access materials from the CWD/PVWMA/Farm Bureau co-sponsored “2014 Drought and Irrigation 
Conservation Conference” online at: http://www.pajarowatershed.org/Content/10111/CommunityWater-
Dialogue.html#drought 

DIALOGUE TO ACTION 
Want to be a part of bring-
ing dialogue to action? Get 
involved in an Action Team! 
Contact an action team chair 
to learn more:

LAND MANAGEMENT AND 
IRRIGATION BEST 
PRACTICES: 
Kevin Healy (Kevin.Healy@
driscolls.com)

BIG PROJECTS: 
Chuck Allen (chuckallenp-
ginc@gmail.com)

MANAGED AQUIFER 
RECHARGE: 
Emily Paddock (Emily.Pad-
dock@driscolls.com)

COMMUNICATIONS: 
Lisa Lurie (llurie@rcdsanta-
cruz.org)

COMMUNITY WATER 
DIALOGUE
Founded in July 2010, the 
Community Water Dialogue is 
a group of local stakeholders 
who have gathered to address 
the issue of groundwater 
overdraft through local solu-
tions. This group believes that 
we must simplify the issues 
first in order to make progress 
and are seeking concerned 
stakeholders who share the 
following:
1. A commitment to protect 

the Pajaro Valley as an 
important agriculture 
resource

2. A recognition that the solu-
tion will not be an importa-
tion pipeline

3. A willingness to pursue 
diverse strategies which 
entail costs and sacrifices 
in order to bring our aquifer 
into balance

The CWD holds regular dis-
cussion meetings and incorpo-
rates the efforts from multiple 
action teams, including: land 
management and irrigation, 
recharge, communications and 
big projects. 
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